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OSSRC ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR  
2008 Grades K-8 REVIEW BOARD  

The Ohio Social Studies Resource Center (OSSRC) is seeking grade K-8 educators, who have experience 
teaching social studies, to serve on its 2008 Resource Review Board. Peer-reviewers selected will be 
expected to attend a one-day training session in Columbus, Ohio on April 19th, 2008. After attending the 
training session, teachers will be assigned 25 educational resources to review; resource reviews will be 
completed and submitted to the OSSRC via the Internet.  The review board will conclude on June 28th, 
2008. Selected grades K-8 review board members will receive a stipend of $600.00 and will be reimbursed 
for the travel expenses they accrue to attend the one-day training event. Board members are selected 
through an application process. If you would like to apply visit: http://www.ossrc.org/review_board.php to 
review the review board guidelines and to access an application. 
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· Ohio looks to make 
its students globally 
competitive: http://
www.cleveland.com
/education/
plaindealer/
index.ssf?/base/
news/119174656412
8380.xml&coll=2 

 
· Obama Takes Iowa 

in Big Turnout as 
Clinton Falters, 
Huckabee Victor: 
http://
www.nytimes.com/
learning/students/
pop/
articles/04elect.html 

 
· Louisiana Protest 

Echoes the Civil 
Rights Era: http://
www.nytimes.com/2
007/09/21/college/
coll21jena.html 

 
· Small Group Scored 

Discussion: Beyond 
the Fishbowl, or 
Everybody Reads, 
Everybody Talks, 
Everybody Learns: 
http://
www.historycoopera
tive.org/journals/
ht/40.2/young.html 

 
· Play Pumps: A New 

Invention Turns 
Work into Play: 
http://
kids.nationalgeograp
hic.com/Stories/
PeoplePlaces/
Playpumps  

In partnership with the Ohio Department of Education, the OSSRC has developed dynamic new 
WebPages that outline grades nine and ten social studies program model course frameworks for World 
Studies and U.S. Studies. These models were developed by the Ohio Department of Education to 
demonstrate how the standards might be organized for instruction. A model clarifies how the social 
studies standards can be packaged into courses and how courses can be sequenced. Additionally, the 
OSSRC has identified quality web-based resources that align to the Ohio Academic Content Standards 
and that support the ninth and tenth grade course curricula for each of the three social studies models. 
Twenty-eight units of study are outlined throughout the ninth and tenth grade program models, and the 
OSSRC has created an electronic data file for each one of these units. While exploring the data files 
users will find assigned social studies benchmarks, as outlined in the program models, OSSRC reviewed 
resources, and published teaching strategies, created by qualified Ohio social studies teachers. Visit this 
on-line tool at the http://www.ossrc.org/ode_program_models.php. 

Visit the ODE Program Models on the OSSRC Web Site 

View FOCUS Resources on the OSSRC Website 

Available on the OSSRC website at http://www.ossrc.org/ode_focus.php are eight instructional 
activities, with aligned primary sources for use in grades 3-8 classrooms. FOCUS! Is a collaborative 
project between the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) Office of Curriculum and Instruction and the 
Ohio Historical Society (OHS). The FOCUS! Resource activities:  

· engage students in analyzing primary sources;  
· aide teachers to implement hands-on activities aligned to Ohio’s Academic Content Standards; 
· allow learners access to maps, photographs, journal entries, and more from the OHS archives;  
· develop student understanding of history from multiple perspectives; and offer lessons that 

challenge students to act as historians.  
 

Visit the web site today to explore these fabulous resources! 



2008 Supreme Court Summer Institute for Teachers 
June 12-17 and June 19-24, 2008 

The Supreme Court Summer Institute includes sessions led by Supreme Court experts, journalists, authors, and lawyers, 
who give teachers an in-depth understanding of how the Court chooses and decides cases, and what it is like to argue 
before the Court. Teachers even learn about the personalities of each justice. This exciting opportunity culminates with a 
visit to the Court to hear decisions handed down and a private reception at the Court. 

The Institute prepares teachers to use innovative teaching methods as well as cutting edge technology. Beyond the 
content-rich sessions and activities, teachers are also equipped with the skills and tools to train fellow teachers at home. 
For more information, visit http://www.streetlaw.org/content.asp?ContentId=183 

��������OSSRC Partnering Agency: The Ohio Historical Society 
   http://www.ohiohistory.org 

U.S. Department of Education’s Teacher Initiative 
Opens Nominations for  

2008 American Stars of Teaching  
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The Ohio Historical Society (OHS) is a nonprofit organization incorporated in 1885 “… to promote a knowledge of 
archaeology and history, especially in Ohio.” The mission of OHS is to help people connect with Ohio’s past in order to 
understand the present and create a better future. Today, OHS conducts an expanded range of activates related to 
interpreting, collecting and preserving the state’s heritage. By statute, the State of Ohio contracts with the Society to 
provide a variety of history-related services. These services include managing state archives, administering the state’s 
historic preservation office, and operating a network of historic sites and museums. As stated in it’s charter, OHS is 
committed to “provide to Ohio schools such materials as the society may prepare to facilitate the instruction of Ohio 
History.” (Section 149.30, the Ohio Revised Code) Since its founding, OHS has dedicated itself to fulfilling this 
commitment, with special emphasis on building programs for elementary and secondary students. It has developed many 
respected and exemplary programs that have helped preserve and interpret Ohio's past, including; National History Day, 
Distance Learning, The Ohio Memory On-line Scrapbook, Participating in Teaching American History Grants, the 
History-To-Go-Van, On-Site School Programs, and the History Trucks.  These programs are offered to Ohio K-12 
teachers at minimal to no cost, to benefit the content needs of Ohio students.  
 
The Ohio Historical Society also serves the educational community as one of the twelve partnering agencies of the 
OSSRC. As a partnering agency and financial contributor, OHS has shown its support for the fulfillment of the OSSRC 
mission of providing quality resources to Ohio teachers. Visit the OHS website for more information about the society 
and the services it provides to Ohio communities.  

www.ossrc.org 

The U.S. Department of Education's Teacher-to-Teacher Initiative is accepting nominations for 2008 American Stars of 
Teaching until March 31. Parents, students, colleagues, school administrators and others can nominate an exemplary 
teacher who they believe has the qualities to be an American Star of Teaching. 

The Department is seeking nominations of teachers across the United States who are improving student achievement, 
using innovative strategies in the classroom and making a difference in the lives of their students. Teachers across all 
grade levels and disciplines will be honored as 2008 American Stars of Teaching this fall. To nominate a teacher, go to: 
http://www.ed.gov/teachers/how/tools/initiative/index.html. In 2007 more than 4,000 nominations were received. A list 
of previous honorees can be found at: http://www.ed.gov/teachers/how/tools/initiative/american-stars-teachers.html. You 
can read archived news stories about some of our 2007 American Stars at https://www.t2tweb.us/Updates/Archives.asp.�
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Professional Development for Ohio Teachers  
The U.S. Department of Education’s Teacher-to-Teacher Initiative, in 
collaboration with Office of Indian Education, is proud to announce the 
launch of the Digital Teacher Workshops for Native American students. 
The workshops are designed to provide professional development 
opportunities for teachers of American Indians and Alaska Natives in all 
grade levels and content areas. The workshops support mastery of 
academic content and application by modeling strong teaching methods 
that have been successful in the classroom and providing classroom 
application component, and additional resources. These workshops are 
available FREE on the Internet at www.t2tweb.us/nativeamerican.   

Experience an Earth Expedition! 
Earth Expeditions is accepting applications now for its 2008 tuition-free graduate field 
courses offered by Miami University’s Project Dragonfly and the Cincinnati Zoo & 
Botanical Garden. Our Field Expeditions take educators to signature conservation sites in 
Mongolia, Thailand, Trinidad, Costa Rica, Belize, and Namibia. Our new location for 2008 
is Kenya, the original safari destination and one of the most spectacular landscapes on the 
planet--home of elephants, lions, giraffe, and other wildlife.  In past years, Earth 
Expeditions students have explored Buddhism and conservation in Thailand, joined 
cheetah conservation efforts in Namibia, monitored blue-and-gold macaws in Trinidad, and 
radio-tracked Pallas cats in Mongolia. Students exchange teaching experiences with peers 
in other countries, and make connections with local people, while collaborating on 
educational approaches that make a difference. Miami waives all tuition for these 
extraordinary experiences, which are open to educators from all disciplines and settings, 
from pre-K-12 teachers, school administrators, and university faculty, to educators and 
naturalists from non-school settings, such as zoos, environmental centers, businesses, youth 
programs, parks, and museums. 
 
The application due date is January 28, 2008.  To learn more & to apply, please visit: 
http://www.EarthExpeditions.org. 

Speakers'/Volunteers' Bureau "Global School Bus" 

The Global School Bus program is the Office of International Affairs (OIA) Speakers' Bureau, a chance for the 
academic community at Ohio State University and the Area Studies Centers to share knowledge and expertise with 
pre-school to college (P-16) teachers and students, community and governmental organizations.  The school, colleges 
and organizations use this program to distribute knowledge that prepares students and the public at large to be 
enlightened, articulate, and engaged citizens in a global society. The OIA speakers' Bureau "Global School Bus" 
program taps into the knowledge, experience, and expertise of international students and scholars, study abroad 
alumni, faculty and staff with international cultural experiences. Teachers, community and governmental organizations 
may request a speaker or project volunteer from the OIA Outreach Coordinator, who in turn fills the request by 
drawing on a large pool of resources and speakers/volunteers' profiles. Our speakers are trained and proficient in 
leading activities about other countries and cultures and engaging a variety of audiences. They come with materials 
and relevant artifacts to share and experience. To request a speaker: Presenters and Project Volunteers may be 
requested with two weeks notice. E-mail global101@osu.edu or call the OIA Outreach Coordinator, Saba Sohail, at 
(614) 292-6053. 
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Professional Development for Ohio Teachers  
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The National Endowment for the Humanities Institute Thomas Jefferson: 
Personality, Character and Public Life will take place from July 13 to 
August 8, 2008, with the first three weeks in residence at Boston University 
and the fourth week at Monticello. Activities will include talks by leading 
Jefferson scholars, such as Peter Onuf, Jan Lewis, and Joyce Appleby, and 
field trips to the Massachusetts Historical Society and Adams National 
Park. Further information about the program including contact information 
and application can be found at the website http://
www.thomasjeffersonpersonalitycharacterandpubliclife.org/. The deadline 
for application in March 3, 2008. Stipends for teachers who are selected 

The National Endowment for the Humanities Institute:  
Thomas Jefferson: Personality, Character and Public Life 

In 2008, the Conference will be held at the Wolstein Center at Cleveland State University on Friday, February 29th. The 
conference will examine a range of critically important themes of Global Democracy. Speakers will include some of the 
nation’s leading thinkers in the field of education, as well as 10 workshop presentations by researchers and practitioners. 
The conference will feature keynote speaker, Dr. James Loewen in the morning.  Dr. Loewen is a consultant for the U.S. 
Department of Justice, winner of the first annual Oliver Cromwell Cox Award for distinguished anti-racist scholarship, 
and author of Lies My Teacher Told Me, Lies Across America and Sundown Towns. He is currently a professor at the 
University of Vermont. John Bul Dau will be the keynote speaker for the conference luncheon. He is one of the featured 
men in Christopher Quinn’s documentary, God Grew Tired of Us. Born in war-torn Sudan, Dau is one of 27,000 Lost 
Boys forced to flee their villages when the northern government began attacking the south. He is currently studying public 
policy at Syracuse University, and is a part of many efforts to save Darfur and Sudan from conflict. 

To register for the conference contact the Cleveland State University College of Education and Human Services at (216)
687-3737 or partnershipconference@csuohio.edu or register online at: http://www.csuohio.edu/coehs/
partnershipconference/. 

 

Graduate Level Workshops for K – 12th Teachers - courses meet “High Quality” Professional Development licensure 
criteria for Ohio teachers and are offered each Fall, Spring and Summer semester.   Content based upon Ohio Academic 
Content Standards integrates Economics and Personal Finance with other core subjects in fun and interactive 
ways.   Professional Development Workshops with a similar focus are offered throughout the year and at the request of a 
school district that has identified a need for professional development training. EconomicsAmerica, Cleveland Center of 
Ashland University is dedicated to improving the understanding of economic principals and build critical personal finance 
skills. Working with teachers and school systems in 14 counties in northeast and north central Ohio, they strive to prepare 
students to be knowledgeable consumers, prudent savers and investors, productive members of the workforce, responsible 
citizens and effective participants in the global economy. To register for professional development offered Spring 2008 
visit Economics America’s web site at http://www.ashland.edu/economicsamericacleveland/ .  



Student Programs in Ohio  
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National History Day in Ohio  
Looking for Judges 

Interested in learning more about History Day while experiencing student achievement firsthand?  Sign up to judge for 
regional or Ohio History Day!  Judges evaluate student work, work in teams, and decide which projects move on to the 
next level of competition.  Judging typically starts at 8am with an overview of the program and training and is done by 
1pm. Judges are provided with continental breakfast and lunch.  Regional events take place Saturdays in March and Ohio 
History Day is April 26, 2008 at Columbus State Community College. 
 
National History Day in Ohio is a yearlong program for students in grade 4-5 and 6-12.  Students conduct research 
around an annual theme and create historical papers, performances, documentaries, exhibits, and web sites.  The 2008 
theme is Conflict and Compromise in History. 
 
For more information, or to sign up as a judge, contact state coordinator Megan Wood at mwood@ohiohistory.org or 
614 297 2343.  National History Day in Ohio can be found online at www.ohiohistoryday.org. 

Congressional Academy  
for Students of American History and Civics Education 

 

The Ohio Historical Society is pleased to offer the Congressional Academy for Students of American History and Civics 
Education program to all high schools in the state of Ohio. These student/teacher teams will participate in a one-week 
history and civics field school and an on-going school year service project, completely funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education. The field school will be based on history and civics content that focuses on the development of democracy in 
Ohio and the United States.  In addition, students will acquire research skills and methods through the study of material 
culture, architecture, archaeology, digital archives and records. Following the field school, each team will be awarded a 
stipend of $2500 to complete a local history/civics project over the course of the school year.  Project support and 
assistance, in the form of professional advice and services, will be provided free of charge from the Ohio Historical 
Society, the Ohio Historic Preservation, and the State Archives of Ohio.  The resulting student project will be a 
permanent community resource that can be shared with others. 

For more information about this program please contact Becki Trivison at the Ohio Historical Society by phone 
(614.297.2527) or e-mail (rtrivison@ohiohistory.org). 
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The Economics Challenge is an opportunity for students in grades 9-12 to demonstrate their Economic literacy and 
knowledge by competing in teams of 3-4 students with other teams from across the state in several written exams. The 
top two teams in each division compete in a final "quiz bowl" exam, with the winners advancing to the Midwest 
Regional Economics Challenge. Trophies and medallions will be awarded to the top three teams in each division, and all 
participants will receive a t-shirt and certificate. Additional prizes will be available based on sponsorship of the event. 
Eligibility requirements, registration forms and additional information is available at the Economics Challenge website; 
http://www.ocee.org/econChallenge.htm. All registrations are due by 5 PM February 11, 2008 and must be faxed to 614-
292-1178. 

The 2008 Economics Challenge is Scheduled for 
Monday, February 25th.   



 President’s Day 
February 18th, 2008 

 Featured Websites 
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Celebrating Black History Month 
has been a tradition practiced by 
Americans since 1926 when its 
founder, Dr. Carter G. Woodson 
launched “Negro History Week” as 
an initiative to bring national 
attention to the contributions of 
black people throughout American 
History. The following websites 
provide a wealth of resources for 
teachers and students to use when 
exploring the great contributions and 
legacies African-Americans have left 
to American History.  

· National Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center: http://
www.freedomcenter.org/  

· The African-American Mosaic: 
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/
african/introduction.html   

· The New York Times: Black 
History Mont h: http://
www.nytimes.com/learning/
issues_in_depth/20030116.html  

   Black History Month  
  February, 2008  

 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
January 21st, 2008 

· The Martin Luther King Jr., 
Research and Educational 
Institute: http://
www.standford.edu/group/King/  

· The King Center: http://
www.thekingcenter.org/index.asp 

· National Historic Site: Martin 
Luther King Jr. http://
www.nps.gov/malu/ 

ReadingQuest.org started as a class project under the leadership of Professor 
Thomas H. Estes at the University of Virginia in 1998, and since then has 
become an extensive reading and comprehension strategies resource for teachers. 
The web site is designed for social studies teachers who wish to more effectively 
engage their students with the content in their classrooms.  

The “World on Your Street” website was developed by the British Broadcasting 
Company (BBC) Radio to create a musical map of the UK. Launched in April 2002, 
“World on your Street” offers different sounds from around the world. On this 
website there is music and stories of musicians from Punjab to Pit Top, Brazil to 
Brighton, Gujerat to Leicester and China to Aberdeen. You’ll find not only 
professional musicians, but the songs that mothers sing to their children, and the 
music happening every week at weddings, churches, temples, pubs, restaurants and 
festivals. Access the website at http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio3/world/onyourstreet/
aboutus.shtml  to explore the many different cultural sounds of the website. 

“The Marin Luther King Jr. Holiday 
celebrates the life and legacy of a man 
who brought hope and healing to 
America. We commemorate as well 
the timeless values he taught us 
through his example – the values of 
courage, truth, justice, compassion, 
dignity, humility and service that so 
radiantly defined Dr. King’s character 
and empowered his leadership. On 
this holiday, we commemorate the 
universal unconditional love, 
forgiveness and nonviolence that 
empowered his revolutionary spirit.” 
  -- Coretta Scott King 

Presidents’ Day is celebrated in 
February to honor two of our 
greatest presidents, Abraham 
Lincoln and George Washington. 
According to the federal government 
this holiday is officially 
Washington’s Birthday. Because 
states are not obliged to adopt 
federal holidays, about a dozen 
states, including Ohio, official 
celebrate Presidents’ Day. in honor 
of both Washington and Lincoln, 
whose birthdays are both in February 

· Presidents’ Day Resources: http://
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
curriculum/socialsd/features/
presday.html 

· Presidents of the United States: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/
history/presidents/ 

· Presidents’ Day Web Museum: 
http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/
score_lessons/special_events/


